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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 


I.  S.  JONES,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

also  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Appointed  :  1st  April,  1948. 


R.  C.  BLACKBURN,  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  S.I.E.J.B.. 

Certificate  in  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  R.S.A.  (Scott,) 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sanitary  Surveyor. 


L.  J.  PEARSON,  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  S.I.E.J.B. 

Certificate  in  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  R.S.I., 
Certificates  of  the  Liverpool  University  School  of 
Hygiene  in  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  and  Sanitary 
Science.  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sanitary 
Surveyor. 


W  G.  WEBB,  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  S.I.E.J.B. 

Certificate  in  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  R.S.I.  Addi¬ 
tional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sanitary  Surveyor. 
Resigned  :  30th  April,  1949. 
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Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
WIGTON. 
August,  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rural  District  Council  of  Wigton. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948. 

The  Report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  con¬ 
tained  in  Circular  3/49  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  17th  January,  1949, 
and  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  170/47  dated  31st  December,  1947. 

The  statistics  are  highly  satisfactory.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  again  there 
were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  or  maternal  causes. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  32.6  is  lower  than  that  for  1947  when  it  was 
40  per  thousand  live  births. 

The  birth  rate  of  20.07  is  slightly  lower  than  the  one  for  1947  which  was 
22.26  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  is  11.86  as  compared  with  12.86  the  previous 
year. 

None  of  the  infectious  diseases  reached  epidemic  proportions  in  1948. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  my 
colleagues  on  the  staff  for  their  help  during  the  year. 


I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

I.  SPEDDTNG  JONES. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population 
Population  at  Census  of  1931 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1948)  according  to  Rate 
Books 

Rateable  Value  . .  . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


1948 

138,620 

22,920 

22,058 

6,494 

£117,066 

£452 


POPULATION  : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  in  the  District 
at  the  middle  of  1948  was  an  increase  of  460  compared  with  the  mid-year  esti. 

mate  for  1947. 

The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  populations  for  the  last  ten  years 


Year  : 

Registrar-General ’s 
estimated  population  : 

1938 

20,710 

1939 

21,680 

1940 

23,360 

1941 

23,480 

1942 

23,100 

1943 

22,640 

1944 

22,020 

1945 

21,660 

1946 

22,260 

1947 

22,460 

1948 

22,920 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

437 

246 

191 

Illegitimate 

23 

11 

12 

Total  live  births 

460 

257 

203 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population, 

20.07. 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

16 

11 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total  still  births 

17 

11 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births),  35.63. 

DEATHS 

All  causes 

272 

136 

136 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population, 

11.86. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Deaths  from  other  Maternal  Causes 

nil 

nil 

nil 

6 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32.61 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . .  . .  27.46 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . .  . .  130.46 

Fifteen  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  1948  as  compared  with 
20  during  the  previous  year. 

The  following  were  the  causes  of  death  : — 


0-1 

weeks 

1-4 

weeks 

4-8 

weeks 

8-12 

weeks 

12-16 

weeks 

Total 

Prematurity 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Atelectasis  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Infantile  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Meningitis  with  Meningocele 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Meningocele 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Aspiration  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Infantile  Convulsions 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Lung  Abscesses 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Spina  Bifida 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

9 

3 

1 

1 

1 

15 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  ENGLAND  AND 
WALES  AS  A  WHOLE  AND  CERTAIN  GROUPS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
CUMBERLAND  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

England  and  Whies 

17.9 

10.8 

34 

Administrative  County  of  Cumber- 

land 

19.4 

11.6 

37 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 
(including  Boroughs  of  Work- 

ington  and  Whitehaven) 

19.2 

11.7 

36 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

19.5 

11.6 

37 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WIGTON 

20.07 

11.86 

32.61 
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The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rate,  death  rate  and  infantile 
mortality  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  during  the  past  ten  years  : 


Year 

Birth 

Rate  : 

Death 

Rate  : 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate  : 

1939 

16.02 

14.2 

21 

1940 

17.3 

13.9 

63.5 

1941 

17.0 

12.0 

35 

1942 

19.0 

11.08 

63 

1943 

19.7 

12.8 

44 

1944 

19.3 

12.3 

44 

1945 

19.7 

12.5 

46 

1946 

18.2 

12.2 

24.6 

1947 

22.3 

12.9 

40 

1948 

20.07 

11.86 

32.61 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

These  are  provided  at  the  Cumberland  Pathological  Laboratory,  Carlisle. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

These  services  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  but  this 
authority  is  acting  as  agents  for  the  County  Council  for  the  time  being  as  far 
as  the  Wigton  ambulance  is  concerned.  The  ambulances  for  infectious  diseases 
are  provided  by  the  Isolation  hospital. 

WATER. 

]  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Watters,  the  Water  Engineer,  for  the  following 
notes  on  the  water  supply  of  the  district  : — 

“During  the  year,  water  supplies  weie  reasonably  well  maintained  within 
the  limits  of  the  existing  mains  system,  but  this  was  due  entirely  to  the  fact  that, 
apart  from  the  month  of  May,  the  summer  period  was  continuously  wet  and 
cool. 

The  usual  increase  in  demand,  between  June  and  October,  did  not  therefore 
occur,  and  fewer  complaints  were  received  of  milk  production  being  restricted 
by  lack  of  water  for  cattle  and  for  milk  cooling. 

In  Siiloth  Parish  an  extension  of  mains  to  West  Beach  provided  a  new  domes¬ 
tic  supply  to  Saltworks  Cottages,  and  also  brought  a  wholesome  supply  to  the 
Convalescent  Institution  which  formerly  suffered  from  the  defects  of  a  privately 
owned  main. 

A  further  extension  in  Holme  Low  Parish  provided  domestic  and  agricul¬ 
tural  supplies  to  two  farms  and  two  cottages,  and  to  80  acres  of  grazing  land. 

In  the  Aspatria  district,  work  was  commenced  on  Part  1  of  the  Council’s 
Development  scheme,  consisting  of  9  in.  and  6  in.  duplicating  mains,  5^  miles 
in  extent,  which,  when  completed,  will  restore  the  head  of  pressure  in  Aspatria 
Parish  and  throughout  the  Holme  Parishes  where  improved  supplies  are  es¬ 
sential  for  milk  production. 

Part  2  of  the  Development  scheme,  which  provides  for  augmentation  of 
the  source  of  supply,  and  which  is  the  key  to  the  most  essential  works  of  im¬ 
provement  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  district,  has  passed  through  various  planning 
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stages  during  the  year,  but  has  not  yet  reached  the  stage  of  final  investigation 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

While  awaiting  final  approval  of  Part  2,  the  very  unsatisfactory  conditions 
of  water  supply  in  the  eastern  districts  remain  as  reported  on  for  several  years 
past. 

The  Wigton  Town  scheme,  which  is  over  80  years  old,  is  inefficient  in  its 
mains  system,  and  continues  to  supply  water  to  4,000  consumers,  and  to  a  large 
centre  for  preparing  and  supplying  school  meals,  although  it  is  well  known  that 
the  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  frequently  classes  it  as  unfit  for 
domestic  purposes. 

In  Westward,  Thursby  and  Aikton  Parishes,  the  supply  from  the  Town- 
thwaite  source  is  not  capable  of  meeting  the  dry  weather  demand,  and  the  quality 
of  the  water  is  often  adversely  reported  upon. 

In  Caldbeck  Parish,  only  the  two  villages  of  Caldbeck  and  Hesket-New- 
Market  have  piped  supplies.  Caldbeck  village  depends  on  one  small  spring 
supply  for  75  per  cent,  of  its  dwellings,  whilst  the  remainder  is  supplied  from  a 
privately  owned  source  over  which  the  Council  have  no  control.  Hesket-New- 
Market  has  a  seperate  source  lying  at  high  altitude  within  50  yards  of  the  Sand- 
bed  mine,  and  the  ground  covering  the  various  small  springs  is  liable  to  pollu¬ 
tion  by  workmen.  The  dry  weather  yield  of  all  these  small  sources  is  insufficient 
to  meet  anything  more  than  drinking  water  demand,  and  will  not  provide  for 
water-borne  sanitation  in  these  two  villages.  In  Caldbeck  Parish,  90  farms  and 
several  groups  of  houses  are  dependent  on  small  private  sources,  largely  con¬ 
sisting  of  surface  drainage. 

In  these  deficient  areas  the  supply  is  sub-standard,  either  in  quality  or  quantity, 
or  both,  and  no  progress  can  be  made  until  the  final  decision  is  reached  on  Part 
2  of  the  Development  Scheme,  which,  if  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
will  enable  the  Council  to  press  forward  the  further  schemes  for  mains  extension 
and  provide  the  standard  of  water  supply  envisaged  in  the  1945  Water  Act. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PARISH  WATER  SUPPLIES— 1948 


Parish 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Existing 

Population 

(estimated) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
supplied 
from  mains 

Population 

supplied 

Aspatria 

882 

3,174 

880 

3,167 

Allhallows  . .  . .  . 

205 

738 

195 

702 

Allonby 

191 

687 

191 

687 

Aikton 

124 

446 

113 

407 

Boltons 

190 

684 

163 

586 

Bromfield  . . 

180 

648 

165 

594 

Bowness 

301 

1,084 

283 

1,017 

Caldbeck 

244 

878 

143 

514 

Dundraw 

52 

197 

49 

174 

Holme  St.  Cuthbert 

152 

546 

146 

525 

Holme  Abbey 

222 

799 

214 

770 

Holme  East  Waver 

86 

309 

80 

288 

Holme  Low 

116 

417 

113 

406 

Hayton 

63 

227 

62 

224 

Ireby 

170 

612 

124 

455 

Kirkbride  . . 

148 

532 

141 

508 

Kirkbampton 

93 

335 

82 

295 

Silloth 

858 

'  3,089 

854 

3,074 

Sebergham  . . 

109 

392 

92 

332 

Thursby 

211 

758 

204 

733 

Torpenhow 

177 

636 

150 

539 

Wigton 

1,169 

4,208 

1,168 

4,204 

Waver  ton  . . 

105 

378 

87 

318 

Westward  . . 

225 

810 

167 

601 

Woodside  . . 

169 

608 

154 

554 

Westnewton 

75 

270 

74 

266 

TOTAL 

6,517 

23,462 

6,094 

21,940 

Additional  Dwellings  connected  to  Council  mains  : — 

Existing  houses  (not  previously  supplied)  . .  . .  . .  30 

New  houses  built  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  52 

All  supplies  have  been  installed  within  the  building. 


Reports  on  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  as  drawn  from  Domes¬ 
tic  taps. 


Coliform 
organisms 
in  100  ml. 

Pathologist’s 

Opinion: 

Aspatria  &  Silloth  supply 

June 

nil 

satisfactory 

Nov. 

nil 

satisfactory 

Greenfoot  Source 

June 

180  plus 

unsatisfactory 

Nov. 

nil 

satisfactory 

Town th waite  Source 

June 

180  plus 

unsatisfactory 

Nov. 

nil 

satisfactory 

Wigton  Town  Supply 

June 

180  plus 

unsatisfactory 

Nov. 

3 

suspicious 

(sgd.)  J.  R.  WATTERS.” 
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1  am  very  concerned  that  the  Wigton  Town  supply  is  neither  hi tered  nor 
chlorinated.  The  sources  of  this  supply  are  open  to  contamination  by  surface 
drainage. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  Since  my  last  Report  very  little  pro¬ 
gress  has  been  made. 

The  Kirkbampton  sewerage  scheme  was  commenced  in  December,  1948, 
but  very  slow  progress  is  being  made. 

No  work  has  yet  been  commenced  on  the  proposed  new  sewage  disposal 
works  for  Wigton  or  on  the  new  industrial  sewer  from  the  British  Rayophane 
Company’s  premises  designed  to  replace  the  existing  dilapidated  combined 
sewer  serving  both  the  town  and  the  industry.  * 

The  scheme  for  extensions  and  improvements  at  Aspatria  sewage  disposal 
works  has  not  commenced  but  the  Ministry  have  now  given  a  starting  date  of 
August  1st,  1949,  to  the  project. 

The  following  schemes  still  stand  deferred  on  account  of  their  excessive 
costs  : — 

Aikton, 

Wiggonby, 

Bromfield,  Blencogo  and  Langrigg, 

Beckfoot  and  Mawbray, 

Oughterby. 

Since  my  last  Report  the  Council  decided  to  defer  the  schemes  for  Bolton- 
gate,  Welton  and  Edderside. 

The  schemes  for  Caldbeck,  Hesket-New- Market  and  Sebergham  also 
stand  deferred  because  the  present  water  supply  is  insufficient  for  existing  needs 
and  the  addition  of  water-borne  sewage  disposal  schemes  in  these  parishes  would 
merely  aggravate  the  conditions. 

The  Council  has  decided  to  go  ahead  with  the  Drumburgh  and  Glasson 
Schemes  provided  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  is  forthcoming. 

SCHOOLS.  All  schools  in  the  area  were  again  inspected  during  the  year. 
From  time  to  time  I  have  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  on  the  sanitary 
conditions  at  a  number  of  the  elementary  schools,  and  recommendations  have 
been  sent  to  the  County  authority  in  the  hope  that  some  action  would  be  taken 
by  them  to  improve  conditions. 

The  only  real  improvements  in  school  sanitation  which  can  be  reported 
this  time  are  the  new  sanitary  block  at  Ireby  school  and  the  instalment  of  water 
closets  and  septic  tank  at  Rosley  School. 

The  new  modern  secondary  school  at  Wigton  which  was  commenced  in  1948 
is  nearing  completion,  and  it  is  hoped  the  school  will  be  in  use  after  the  1949 
summer  holidays. 

There  were  no  school  closures  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious 
disease. 

The  general  condition  of  the  school  children  seen  at  school  medical  inspec¬ 
tions  was  satisfactory. 

The  nutritional  standards  of  the  Board  of  Education  are  “  A  ”  (above 
normal),  “  B  ”  (normal)  and  “  C  ”  (malnutrition)  and  of  the  children  inspected 
in  the  Wigton  Rural  District  there  were 

“A”  ..  ..  26.64% 

“B”  ..  ..  71.52% 

“C”  ..  ..  1.84% 

The  children  who  were  classified  as  having  some  degree  of  malnutrition 
were  nearly  all  from  families  where  there  had  been  definite  neglect. 
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In  one  very  bad  case  the  N.S.P.C.C.  were  called  in  and  a  prosecution  follow¬ 
ed.  The  parents  were  punished  by  imprisonment  and  the  children  were  taken 
under  the  care  of  the  County  Council  under  the  new  Children’s  Act.  I  have 
several  cases  under  observation  at  the  present  time  and  if  there  is  no  improve¬ 
ment  I  intend  to  take  similar  action. 

TABLE  I  showing  the  percentage  of  children  having  school  dinners  in 
the  area. 


Percentage  of  children 


Name  of  school  : 

taking  dinner 

Allhallows  Voluntary 

•  •  .  • 

83 

Aspatria  Senior  Council  1 

Sandwich 

J 

1 

Meals 

18 

Aspatria  Infants’  Council  [ 

Only 

Boltons  Voluntary 

100 

Bowness  Council 

96 

Crofton  Hall  Council 

100 

Drumburgh  . . 

100 

Holme  St.  Cuthbert  Council 

100 

Kirkbampton  Voluntary 

97 

Rosley  Voluntary 

100 

Silloth  Council  Mixed 

78 

Silloth  Council  Infants’ 

68 

Thursby  Council 

85 

Westward 

100 

Wigton  Senior  Council 

82 

Wigton  junior  Council 

85 

Wigton  St.  Cuthbert’s  R.C.  Mixed 

86 

Wigton  St.  Cuthbert’s  R.C.  Infants’ 

79 

Wigton  Nelson  Boys’  Grammar 

92 

Wigton  Thomlinson  Girls’  Grammar 

93 

TABLE  II  giving  the  school  canteens  in  the  area  at  October,  1948  also 
the  number  of  meals  served  : — 


Name  of  Canteen  : 

Allhallows  Voluntary 
Bowness  Council 
Kirkbampton  Voluntary 
Silloth  Council  Mixed  and  Infants 
Wigton  Central  Kitchen  serving  meals  to  : — 
Aspatria  Senior  Council  |  Sandwich 
Aspatria  Infants’  Council  l  Meals  only 
Boltons  Voluntary  . .  . .  - 

Crofton  Hall  Council 
Drumburgh 
Holme  St.  Cuthbert 
Rosley  Voluntary 
Thursby  Council 
Westward  . .  . .  . . 

Wigton  Senior  Council 

Wigton  Junior  Council 

Wigton  St.  Cuthbert’s  R.C.  Mixed/Infants 

Wigton  Nelson  Boys’  Grammar 

Wigton  Thomlinson  Girls’  Grammar 


No.  of 

Meals  Served 
81 
106 
34 
293 

42 
II 
49 
37 
16 

43 
34 
74 
32 

105 

237 

174 

196 

233 
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TABLE  ITT  giving  the  number  of  children  having  milk  :  — 


School  : 

Wigton  Senior  Council 

Wigton  Junior  Council 

Wigton  R.C.  Mixed 

Wigton  R.C.  Infants 

Thursby 

Rosley 

Wiggonby  . . 

Welton 

Sebergham 

Kirkbampton 

Oulton 

Westward 

Fingland 

Caldbeck  Upton  . . 
Kirkbride 

Bowness-on-Solway 

Drumburgh 

Hesket-New-Market 

Westnewton 

Bromfield 

Blencogo 

Treby 

Blennerhasset 

Torpenhow 

Uldale 

Allhallows 

Allonby 

Waverbridge 

Biglands 

Waverton 

Hayton 

Boltons 

Silloth  Mixed 

Silloth  Infants 

Abbeytown 

Newton  Arlosh 

Aldoth 

Aspatria  Mixed  . . 
Aspatria  Infants  . . 
Crofton  Hall 
Holme  St.  Cuthberts 
Wigton  Thomlinson 
Wigton  Nelson 


No.  on 

No.  of  children 
taking  school 

Roll  : 

milk  i 

121 

100 

339 

283 

127 

122 

62 

61 

97 

82 

29 

29 

66 

48 

18 

16 

24 

No 

supply  at  p 

46 

Do. 

55 

48 

39 

nil 

33 

30 

73 

48 

71 

65 

108 

96 

21 

21 

50 

48 

42 

39 

35 

30 

30 

30 

51 

45 

65 

55 

32 

29 

21 

20 

112 

89 

64 

45 

36 

34 

15 

15 

28 

27 

17 

17 

59 

59 

272 

192 

142 

96 

78 

62 

56 

No 

supply  at  p 

38 

36 

270 

216 

154 

132 

40 

39 

50 

36 

250 

90 

206 

147 
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HOUSING.  During  the  year  1948  housing  estates  were  in  course  o 
erection  at 


49  houses 


Wigton 
West  Silloth 


Newton  Arlosh 

Thursby 

Abbeytown 

Kirkbride 

Uldale 

Torpenhow  . . 


During  this  period  seven  Wigton  houses,  six  Newton  Arlosh  houses  and  35 
Silloth  houses  were  completed  and  occupied,  thus  completing  these  estates. 
Two  Kirkbride  houses  were  completed  and  occupied. 

In  addition  to  these,  building  licences  were  granted  to  private  developers 
in  respect  of  three  houses,  and  15  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the 
year,  13  of  which  were  licensed  in  1947. 

The  housing  needs  of  the  district  are  still  very  great.  From  the  population 
figures  which  are  given  in  the  early  part  of  the  Report  it  will  be  noted  that  the 
population  of  the  district  in  1938,  which  year  can  be  taken  as  normal  pre-war 
year,  was  20,710.  The  population  increased  to  its  maximum  in  1941  when  it 
was  23,480.  The  increase  here  is  accounted  for  by  the  influx  of  people  to  the 
area  during  the  early  war  years  when  Service  establishments,  like  the  aerodromes 
at  Kirkbride  and  Silloth,  were  in  course  of  construction.  When  these  establish¬ 
ments  were  staffed  by  Service  personnel  many  of  the  men’s  wives  and  families 
came  to  live  in  the  district.  The  population  in  1947  of  22,460  may  be  considered 
a  fairly  normal  static  population.  However,  the  figure  for  1948  shows  a  rise  of 
460  on  the  previous  year.  Comparing  the  normal  peace-time  year  of  1938 
with  1948  there  has  been  an  increase  in  population  of  2,210.  This  is  one  of  the 
causes  for  the  demand  for  houses. 

At  the  beginning  of  1949  the  Ministry  of  Health  requested  all  local  authori¬ 
ties  in  the  country  to  communicate  with  all  applicants  for  Council  houses  to 
ascertain  how  many  were  “  live  ”  applications.  The  results  of  the  investigation 
were  illuminating  in  that  371  applications  were  redundant  for  various  reasons, 
leaving  only  the  applications  of  780  families  to  be  re-housed.  These  applica¬ 
tions  represented  approximately  2,675  individuals  which  is  8.396%  of  the 
population. 

There  are  undoubtedly  a  lot  of  families  living  in  sub-normal  propertie 
who  have  not  made  applications  for  houses  because  they  feel  they  cannot  afford 
the  rents  of  new  houses,  and  they  are  therefore  prepared  to  put  up  with  the 
inconveniences  and  shortcomings  of  these  dwellings.  Quite  recently  we  have 
had  cases  where  families  in  bad  housing  conditions  have  been  offered  a  new 
house  and  have  refused  it  when  they  have  known  the  rent  they  would  have  to 
pay.  1  am  afraid  this  is  a  problem  which  will  be  very  much  to  the  fore  in  the 
near  future  as  the  proportion  of  wages  expended  on  rent  is  much  higher  than  in 
pre-war  days. 

A  housing  survey  was  carried  out  in  1946  and  1947  and  it  was  then  found 
that  approximately  400  houses  were  in  such  a  condition  as  to  merit  condemna¬ 
tion  necessitating  replacement  by  new  dwellings  at  some  future  date  when  the 
present  housing  shortage  has  been  overcome. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  overcrowding  statistics  that  21  cases  of  overcrowd¬ 
ing  were  relieved  during  1948,  leaving  84  families  still  living  in  overcrowded 
conditions. 

In  addition,  the  same  table  shows  two  individual  unfit  houses  as  having  been 
formally  condemned. 
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During  the  period  from  1st  January,  1939,  until  31st  December,  1948 
the  following  houses  have  been  completed  and  occupied. 


1939 

1940 

1944 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Total 

Wigton 

Brindlefield  . . 

98 

161 

Brackenlands 

. .  — 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

Kirkland  Avenue  . . 

. .  — 

— 

— 

— 

42 

7 

Aspatria 

Noble  Croft  . . 

57 

14 

71 

Agricultural  Houses 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Newton  Arlosh 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

West  Silloth  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

35 

Kirkbride 

. .  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Total 

98 

57 

12 

14 

56 

50 

287 

SQUATTERS.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  sanction  was  given  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  the  conversion  of  huts  on  No.  1  Site,  Silloth,  into  tem¬ 
porary  dwellings.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  37  such  dwellings  are 
occupied.  I  am  afraid  that  this  can  only  be  considered  a  temporary  measure 
to  relieve  the  gravely  acute  housing  situation  in  that  locality.  These  converted 
dwellings  are  supposed  to  have  a  maximum  life  of  ten  years  but  there  is  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  they  will  last  that  length  of  time. 

With  regard  to  the  huts  on  Sites  2,  3,  4  and  5,  the  position  here  is  becoming 
increasingly  serious,  and  !  feel  that  these  huts  should  not  be  used  for  habitation 
any  longer  than  is  really  necessary.  There  is  excessive  dampness  and  the 
structure  of  the  fabric  is  in  bad  repair.  I  feel  that  special  application  should  be 
made  to  the  Ministry  to  get  an  extra  allocation  of  houses  for  replacement  pur¬ 
poses. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.  The  Central  Slaughterhouse  at  Wigton  is  the 
only  one  under  our  control,  with  the  exception  of  three  small  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  which  were  licensed  by  the  Council  during  the  year  to  deal  with  the 
slaughter  of  cottagers’  pigs.  These  licences  were  granted  on  a  yearly  basis. 

Mr.  Blackburn  in  his  Report  gives  details  of  the  work  of  meat  inspection 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

MILK  SUPPLY.  The  following  table  gives  the  result  of  milk  samples 
taken  during  1948  : 


Grade 

Up  to 
Accredited 
Standard 

Not  up  to 
Accredited 
Standard 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . 

234 

75 

Accredited  . . 

79 

31 

Pasteurised  . . 

4 

4 

Ungraded 

151 

84 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  samples  were  submitted  for  the  Tuberculin 
Test,  of  which  one  proved  positive.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  by  the 
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Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Twenty- 
two  tubercular  cattle  were  slaughtered  from  the  area  during  die  year  as  follows  : 

Animals  affected  with  tuberculosis  of  the 

udder  . .  . .  . .  '  . .  . .  8 

Animals  affected  with  chronic  cough  and 
showing  definite  clinical  signs  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  10 

Animals  giving  tuberculous  milk  . .  . .  2 

Animals  excreting  tuberculous  material  . .  2 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  ninety-three  farms  producing  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk,  which  is  an  increase  of  twenty-five  on  the  preceding  year.  There 
were  also  twenty-eight  farms  producing  Accredited  Milk.  This  is  an  increase 
of  one  compared  with  1948. 

ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS.  1947  : 

All  the  premises  where  ice  cream  is  produced  or  sold  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year  and  advice  given  as  to  the  proper  methods  of  production.  Manu¬ 
facturers  have  had  difficulty  in  getting  the  necessary  equipment  to  carry  out  the 
regulations  properly,  but  at  the  present  time  equipment  is  being  more  easily 
obtained  and  before  long  it  is  hoped  that  all  manufacturers  will  have  the  neces¬ 
sary  facilities  for  carrying  out  the  regulations. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  ice  cream  samples  taken  during  1948  : 

Grade  1  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Grade  2  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Grade  3  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Grade  4  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

TUBERCULOSIS.  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  cases  notified 
and  of  the  deaths  during  1948  : 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

1 

1 

—  — 

— 

- 

1 

15-25 

1 

6 

—  — 

— 

1 

—  — 

25-35 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

35-45 

1 

1 

—  — 

— 

1 

—  — 

45-55 

— 

2 

—  — 

— 

2 

—  — 

55-65 

— 

1 

—  — 

1 

1 

—  — 

65  and  upwards  . . 

2 

— 

—  — 

— 

1 

—  — 

Totals 

6 

13 

1 

3 

6 

2 

16 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
at  the  end  of  1948  : 


Males 

Females  j 

Total 

Pulmonary 

i  44 

24 

68 

Noil-Pulmonary 

1  7 

7 

14 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

!  51 

31 

82 

During  the  year  ten  cases  (six  males  and  four  females)  were  admitted  to 
sanatorium  for  treatment. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  in  respect  of  Tuberculosis  amongst  persons 
employed  in  the  milk  trade  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
during  1948  was  .51  per  1.000  of  the  population.  The  death  rate  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis  in  the  Wigton  Rural  District  was  .47  per  1,000  of  the  population.  It 
will  be  noted  that  the  deaths  from  this  cause  were  exactly  the  same  as  for  the 
year  1947. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

cases  notified  during  the  year  : 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
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DIPHTHERIA.  It  will  be  noted  that  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
during  the  year.  In  one  case  the  child  had  not  been  previously  immunised. 
The  second  case  had  been  immunised  in  infancy,  and  had  received  a  booster 
dose  some  years  later.  This  was  an  extremely  mild  case  with  practically  no 
clinical  symptons.  Both  cases  made  complete  recoveries. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.  During  the  year  1948  332  children 
under  five  were  immunised  and  146  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  14. 
In  addition  883  children  received  a  booster  or  re-inforcing  dose.  There  should 
be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  public  as  to  the  value  of  immunisation.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  and  original  notifications  during  the  past  nine  years 
have  been  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
as  follows  : 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

1940 

46,281 

2,480 

1941 

50,797 

2,641 

1942 

41,404 

1,827 

1943 

34,662 

1,371 

1944 

29,949 

934 

1945 

25,246 

722 

1946 

18,283 

472 

1947 

10,465 

244 

1948 

8,034 

150 

POLIOMYELITIS.  The  only  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  during  the  year 
was  a  fatal  case.  The  patient  was  temporarily  resident  outside  this  area  when 
she  contracted  the  disease  and  was  removed  to  the  Carlisle  Isolation  Hospital 
where  she  died. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  119  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough  notified  during  the  year  which  is  an  increase  of  64  as  compared 
with  1947.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

MEASLES.  During  the  year  169  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with 
314  cases  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

CEREBROSPINAL  MENINGITIS.  The  two  cases  notified  were  two 
small  children  from  the  same  house.  They  were  not  removed  to  hospital  and 
no  bacteriological  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis  was  made.  Both  children  made 
a  complete  recovery. 


19 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  FOR  1948. 

Cause 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

- 

- 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  . .  '  .  . 

- 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  . . 

3 

6 

9 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

2 

2 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases  . . 

— 

— 

- 

9. 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Ac.  poliomyelitis  and  polio-encephalitis  . . 

— 

1 

1 

12. 

Ac.  Inf.  encaphalitis 

1 

- 

1 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc  :  cav  :  Oesoph  (M) 

Uterus  (F)  . . 

5 

2 

7 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

3 

4 

7 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

2 

2 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

12 

12 

24 

17. 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

12 

12 

24 

19. 

Heart  diseases 

50 

49 

99 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

3 

6 

9 

21. 

Bronchitis 

4 

4 

8 

22. 

Pneumonia  . . 

4 

— 

4 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . . 

1 

— 

1 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  . . 

3 

— 

3 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  vears  . . 

1 

— 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

28. 

Nephritis 

4 

1 

5 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  birth 

2 

2 

4 

Con  :  mal  :  birth  inj  :  infant  dis  : 

6 

1 

7 

33. 

Suicide 

3 

2 

5 

34. 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

1 

3 

4 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

1 

4 

36. 

All  other  causes 

11 

21 

32 

All  causes  . . 

136 

136 

272 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Part  1  of  the  Act. 

I — INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors)  : 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

22 

11 

(ii) 

Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

82 

35 

3 

(hi) 

Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 

worker’s  premises). 

Total 

104 

46 

3 

— 

21 


2 — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND  : 


Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

—  ,  —  — 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.3) 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

_  _ 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 

ences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

6 

4-3 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

3 

1 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences  (not 
including  offen¬ 
ces  relating  to 
Outwork) 

1 

Total  : 


11 


5 


4 
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PORT  OF  SILLOTH. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Hunt,  Customs  &  Excise  Officer,  for  the  following 
particulars 

“STATEMENT  OF  TRADE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


No.  of 
ships  : 

Remarks  : 

Vessels  from  Eire 

in  ballast. 

64 

Engaged  in  the  loading  of  coal 
for  exportation. 

Vessels  direct  from  Foreign 
Ports  with  cargo. 

Ports  of  loading  : — Hamburg, 
Huelva,  Gruvon  (Sweden)  and 
Rotterdam. 

6 

Nature  of  Cargoes 

Iron  Pyrites,  Potash  and  Timber. 

Vessels  coastwise  in  ballast. 
These  include  the  Government 
Ammunition  boats  engaged  in 
dumping. 

270 

Apart  from  the  ammunition 
boats,  these  vessels  export  coal 
to  Northern  Ireland  and  British 
ports. 

Vessels  coastwise 

cargo. 

carrying 

100 

Nature  of  Cargoes  : — 

Grain,  Phosphates,  Potatoes  and 
sea-shells  (for  making  grit  for 
poultry). 

TOTAL 

440 

Traffic  during  1948  fell  away  considerably  compared  with  previous  years, 
and  the  prospects  of  improving  seem  very  remote.  No  doubt  the  slump  has 
been  caused  by  the  Coal  Board  diverting  shipping  to  other  ports,  and  the  latest 
loss  to  Silloth  is  the  ammunition  boats,  which  now  operate  from  Cairn  Ryan. 

(sgd.)  J.  Hunt, 

Customs  &  Excise.” 
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REPORT 

on  the 

Work  Carried  Out 


by  the 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

During  the  Year 


To  Dr.  I.  S.  Jones, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

My  Report  for  the  year  1948  contains  little  that  is  worthy  of  favourable 
comment. 

Improvements  to  property  are  worthy  of  note,  but  whether  these  are  prompt¬ 
ed  by  a  sincere  desire  to  provide  a  better  standard  of  living  and  greater  amenity, 
or  merely  as  a  more  tangible  form  of  investment  for  one’s  money  would  be 
difficult  to  say.  Side  by  side  with  this  we  have  a  great  number  of  houses  which 
are  slipping  into  the  slum  category  by  reason  of  disrepair  and  apparent  lack  of 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  owners.  The  relationship  between  the  present  day 
cost  of  repairs  and  the  net  income  to  be  derived  in  the  way  of  rents  from  this 
substandard  property  is  hopelessly  unbalanced,  and  many  owners  are  almost 
afraid  to  go  and  collect  their  rent  for  fear  of  a  request  for  repairs. 

The  tenants  of  Council  houses  continue  to  be  best  off,  although  ihey  are 
often  reluctant  to  admit  it. 

As  far  as  the  development  of  housing  estates  and  the  carrying  out  of  sewer¬ 
age  schemes  are  concerned,  one  is  struck  by  the  interminable  delays  which  occur 
between  the  recognition  of  need  and  the  final  implementation  of  the  work. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  :  No  worth  while  development  under 
this  heading  can  be  reported.  The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Aspatria  are  still 
grossly  overloaded  and  the  improvements  forecast  in  the  1947  Report  have  not 
yet  been  put  into  effect,  nor  is  there  much  prospect  of  them  being  carried  out 
during  1949. 

Conditions  at  the  Wigton  works  grow  steadily  worse  and  there  is  no  prospect 
of  an  improvement  here  either  in  1949. 

The  stage  has  been  reached  when  it  is  dangerous  for  the  operatives  working 
at  the  treatment  tanks  on  this  scheme. 

The  usual  spate  of  collapses  occurred  on  the  outfall  sewer  and  I  have  once 
more  to  acknowledge  the  good  work  done  by  the  British  Rayophane  Company 
in  effecting  repairs  pending  the  laying  of  the  new  trade  effluent  pipe. 

The  position  of  the  electrically  operated  sewage  ejector  station  at  West 
Silloth  remains  unchanged.  Fortunately  it  is  only  in  wet  seasons  that  trouble 
is  experienced  here  by  over-loading  of  the  plant  due  to  the  infiltration  of  clear 
water  into  the  sewers  in  the  Blitterlees  sector. 

The  sixteen  village  schemes  under  my  control  are  mostly  of  modem  design. 
Many  of  these  have  part-time  attendants  who  are  to  be  superseded  by  trained 
full-time  operatives  working  as  a  mobile  squad.  This  should  be  a  great 
improvement. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  :  Gross  pollution  of 
water  courses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Aspatria  and  Wigton  sewage  disposal  works 
has  continued  for  yet  another  year. 

Heavy  pollution  of  the  beck  at  West  Silloth  by  way  of  the  overworked 
sewage  ejector  plant  referred  to  above  took  place  in  the  autumn  during  a  rainy 
season. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  :  Fifty-nine  closets  of  the  conservancy 
type  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system  during  the  year.  Thirty- 
three  of  these  were  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer  and  twenty-six  to  septic 
tanks. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  REMOVAL  :  Several  small  extensions  to  the  itiner¬ 
ary  of  the  refuse  removal  vehicles  were  made  during  the  year  at  the  request 
of  Parish  Councils  and  others. 
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The  need  for  a  new  vehicle  is  being  met  by  a  Dennis  ten  cubic  yard  model 
delivery  of  which  is  expected  by  the  end  of  1949. 

This  should  enable  the  reconditioning  of  one  of  the  Karrier  Bantams  to 
take  place,  a  step  which  was  not  feasible  when  only  three  vehicles  were  on  call, 
as  all  were  required  for  daily  duty. 

HOUSING  :  Owing  to  the  continued  national  shortage  of  building  trade 
operatives  and  of  certain  materials,  chief  among  which  is  timber,  the  system  of 
rationing  the  allocation  of  houses  to  local  authorities  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  continues. 

The  Council  always  feel  that  their  quota  is  inadequate,  but  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  very  few  additional  houses  could  be  erected  by  the  local  authority 
even  if  restrictions  were  lifted.  More  could  be  built  in  the  area  by  private 
enterprise  than  at  present  if  a  greater  number  of  licences  were  available,  but 
excessive  building  costs  combined  with  the  newest  form  of  taxation  known  as 
Development  Charge  would  soon  prove  a  deterrent  in  this  direction,  there  being 
no  subsidy  available  to  the  ordinary  developer. 

Squatters  took  possession  of  a  further  two  houses  in  Wigton,  whereupon 
the  Council  requisitioned  the  property  and  carried  out  only  essential  repairs 
so  as  to  make  them  habitable  for  a  limited  period. 

The  “  squatters  ”  dwellings  on  ex-R.A.F.  Sites  2,  3,  4  and  5  at  Silloth 
are  still  fully  occupied,  ample  proof,  if  any  proof  were  necessary,  of  the  acute 
housing  shortage  in  that  area. 

Similar  shortages  exist  in  most  parts  of  the  Council’s  area,  yet  we  are  in 
danger  of  over-building  in  some  villages,  particularly  those  in  more  remote 
parts  of  the  area  or  some  distance  from  bus  services,  due  to  the  high  rents, 
as  some  of  the  families  most  in  need  of  re-housing  simply  cannot  afford  the 
accommodation  offered. 

Nineteen  new  fire  ranges  were  installed  at  Council  houses  in  Aspatria 
during  the  year. 

At  49,  Station  Road,  Wigton,  also  Council  property,  a  bathroom  was  in¬ 
stalled,  a  third  bedroom  being  sub-divided  for  this  purpose. 

Formal  action  under  Section  1 1  of  the  Flousing  Act  was  taken  in  respect 
of  two  cottages  adjoining  Sanden  House  Farm,  Abbeytown.  The  proceedings 
stopped  short  of  the  service  of  a  Demolition  Order  as  the  owner  gave  an  under¬ 
taking  to  convert  the  dwellings  into  an  agricultural  implement  storage  shed, 
and  the  Council  acceded  to  his  request. 

While  on  the  subject  of  housing,  I  should  like  to  mention  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  getting  repairs  carried  out  at  Council  property.  Orders  are 
placed  with  local  tradesmen  and  many  months  often  elapse  before  compliance. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  :  A  marked  improvement  to  the  public 
urinals  at  Market  Hill  and  the  Market  Hall  was  effected  by  the  installation 
of  white  glazed  stalls  in  place  of  the  former  cement  faced  slabs. 

The  Allonby  shelter  and  conveniences  have  been  a  source  of  trouble,  as 
usual. 

At  the  end  of  the  season  many  windows  were  out,  both  of  the  glass  and  pers¬ 
pex  types.  Special  wall  treatments  have  been  tried  in  an  attempt  to  overcome 
the  defacement  which  arises  from  pencil  writing  and  drawing  on  the  internal  wall 
surfaces.  1  find  it  best  to  colour  wash  the  walls  periodically,  thereby  brighten¬ 
ing  the  place  up  a  little  and  covering  the  defacement. 

SILLOTH  CEMETERY  :  The  extension  to  the  cemetery  is  being  laid 
out  by  your  own  workmen  as  time  peimits.  The  original  portion  continues 
to  be  tastefully  cared  for  by  your  curator. 
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RODENT  CONTROL  :  Routine  control  measures  against  rats  were 
taken  at  the  principal  refuse  tips  in  the  area. 

At  Kirkbride  a  particularly  successful  campaign  was  conducted  in  the  spring 
of  the  year.  Several  complaints  were  received  from  farmers  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  refuse  tip  of  a  heavy  infestation.  The  rats  were  feeding  on  the  tip  and 
living  in  the  banks  nearby  and  distinct  tracks  could  be  discerned  between 
the  tip  face  and  the  countless  rat  holes. 

The  technique  advocated  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  is  employed  in  all  cases. 


TABLE  ONE, 


Housing  Act  Inspections 

166 

Public  Health  Act  Inspections 

.  .  .  . 

329 

At  houses 

184 

At  other  premises 

61 

In  connection  with  provision  of  dust-bins 

84 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Inspections 

.  .  .  . 

. .  620 

Food  Preparation  Rooms 

35 

Bakehouses 

33 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

50 

Public  Abattoir 

261 

Milk  &  Dairies 

209 

Unsound  food  in  shops 

32 

Building  Licence  Applications  Investigated 

119 

Building  Byelaws 

210 

Council  Property 

.  . 

261 

Sewerage  Schemes 

«  . 

167 

New  Housing  Sites  (Proposed  and  in  course  ol  development) 

53 

Factories 

70 

Camping  Sites  -  : 

26 

Refuse  Tips 

38 

Public  Conveniences 

42 

Sewers  and  Drains  examined  and/or  tested 

194 

Work  in  progress 

128 

Housing  Applications  Investigated 

. .  293 

Inspection  of  houses  in  course  of  erection 

no 

Schools 

13 

Disinfection  of  premises 

10 

Disinfestation  of  premises 

8 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  .  . 

7 

TABLE  TWO, 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  : 


Served 

Complied  with 

Statutory  : 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  39 

2 

2 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  89 

1 

.  .  — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93 

4 

4 

Informal  : 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . 

133 

74 

Housing  Act,  1936 

27 

22 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  . . 

38 

37 

Factories  Act,  1937 

4 

4 
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MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  STATISTICAL  TABLE. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  -houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (undgr  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . .  266 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  . .  495 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  152 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  90 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  - 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  2 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  reme¬ 

died  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  - 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  II  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli¬ 

tion  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  - 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  persuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  undertak¬ 

ings  were  accepted  by  the  Council  . .  . .  . .  2 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  3 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . .  - 

4.  Housing  Act.  1936— Part  IV.  Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  . .  84 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . .  . .  . .  . .  101 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . .  . .  . .  . .  474 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ..  21 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . .  . .  . .  123 
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TABLE  THREE. 

Conversions  to  water  carriage  system 

59 

By  way  of  septic  tanks 

26 

Connections  to  Council’s  sewers 

33 

Minor  Structural  repairs  and  improvements  to  houses 

696 

At  private  property 

198 

At  Council  houses 

498 

Major  structural  repairs  and  improvements  to  houses 

70 

At  private  property 

66 

At  Council  houses 

4 

Extensive  reconditioning  schemes 

— 

Additional  houses  constructed 

73 

Entirely  new  construction — private  enterprise 

15 

Entirely  new  construction — local  authority . 

50 

Conversions  from  other  buildings — private  enterprise 

8 

Major  structural  repairs  and  improvements  to  other  premises 

32 

To  business  premises 

12 

To  factory  premises 

8 

To  public  buildings 

10 

To  farm  premises 

2 

Minor  structural  repairs  and  improvements  to  other  premises 

79 

To  business  premises 

20 

To  factory  premises 

5 

To  public  buildings 

9 

To  farm  premises 

45 

Baths  provided 

34 

Washbasins  and  sinks  provided 

56 

Water  closets  provided 

69 

New  ranges  and  grates  provided 

96 

Hot  water  laid  on 

44 

Ashbins  provided 

174 

Electricity  installations 

27 

New  drains  laid  (excluding  new  local  authority  houses)  . . 

64 

New  byres  built 

18 

New  dairies  built 

14 

Existing  byres  and  dairies  renovated 

25 

Barns,  etc.,' erected 

29 

New  garages  built 

9 

Communal  drainage  at  licensed  holiday  camps 

2 

29 

TABLE  FOUR. 


SYNOPSIS  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR, 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

486 

241 

534 

3172 

61 

Number  inspected 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

486 

241 

534 

3172 

61 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

9 

13 

13 

105 

3 

Percentage 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1.8 

5.4 

2.4 

3.3 

4.9 

or  organ  was  condemned 

159 

80 

11 

470 

25 

Percentage 

Tuberculoses  onH 

32.7 

33.2 

2.0 

1.4 

40. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

8 

28 

— 

— 

2 

Percentage 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1.6 

11.6 

— 

— 

3.2 

or  organ  was  condemned 

54 

114 

— 

— 

8 

Percentage  . . 

11.1  - 

47.3 

— 

— 

13.1 

TABLE  FIVE. 

SHOWING  THE  PRINCIPAL  GROUNDS  OF  CONDEMNATION. 


Cause  : 

Bovine 

lbs. 

Calves 

lbs. 

Sheep 

lbs. 

Pigs 

lbs. 

Actinomycosis 

247 

— 

— 

— 

Anaemia 

— 

— 

191 

— 

Abscesses  . . 

112 

39 

— 

— 

Angiomata  . . 

219 

— 

— 

— 

Bruising 

1000 

9 

285 

100 

Cirrhosis 

5231 

— 

— 

— 

Decomposition 

936 

— 

12 

31 

Emaciation 

1793 

— 

953 

155 

Fevered  Condition 

1437 

— 

675 

163 

Imperfect  Bleeding  . 

46 

— 

659 

— 

Jaundice 

— 

— 

50 

139 

Liver  Abscesses 

— 

— 

5 

8 

Malnutrition 

— 

164 

— 

— 

Medicine  Taint 

2883 

— 

51 

— 

Moribund  . . 

— 

44 

454 

— 

Oedema 

2013 

— 

115 

103 

Parasitic 

— 

43 

781 

— 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia  . . 

26 

— 

412 

19 

Pyaemia 

— 

266 

— 

— 

Septicaemia 

800 

— 

— 

99 

Septic  Mastitis 

1144 

— 

— ' 

— 

Tuberculosis 

20490 

195 

— 

202 

Total  . . 

38377 

760 

4643 

1019 
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TABLE  SIX. 


PARTICULARS  OF  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR 
HUMAN  CONSUMPTION  AT  PLACES  OTHER  THAN  THE  PUBLIC 

ABATTOIR. 


Beef  . 

Lamb 

Canned  Meat 
Canned  Milk 
Canned  Vegetables  . 
Canned  Fish  . 
Canned  Fruit 
Canned  Jam  . 
Canned  Pudding 
Wet  Fish 
Dried  Fish 
Butter 
Cereals 

Ham  and  Bacon  . 
Packet  Soup 
Packet  Pudding 
Baking  Powder 
Dried  Fruit  . 

Sugar  Dried  Fgg 
Treacle  . 


424 

lbs. 

42 

99 

232 

99 

99 

9  9 

72 

99 

16 

99 

33 

99 

47 

99 

12 

99 

1,036 

99 

28 

9  9 

4 

99 

44 

99 

63 

99 

28 

99 

93 

99 

100 

99 

52 

99 

14 

9? 

2 

9 

% 
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TABLE  SEVEN. 


PARTICULARS  OF  PLANS  FORMALLY  SUBMITTED. 


Approved  : 

New  Dwelling-houses 

Additions  and  alterations  to  dwelling-houses 
Buildings  converted  into  dwelling-houses 
Layouts  relating  to  new  dwelling-houses 
Conversion  of  18  back-to-back  houses  into  nine  “  through  ” 
houses 

Conversion  of  one  house  into  two  houses 
Garages  and  Outbuildings 

New  Cowsheds  and  dairy  buildings  . .  .... 

Buildings  converted  into  Cowsheds  and  dairy  buildings  . . 

New  Factories 

Additions  to  factories 

Additions  to  schools 

General  Farm  buildings 

Additions  and  alterations  to  cafes,  hotels  and  shops 

Recreation  Rooms  and  Social  Huts 

Offices 

Temporary  Holiday  Huts 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Holiday  Camp 

Development  of  Sand  and  Gravel  Pit 

Peat  Working 

Mines 

Petrol  Tanks 

Buildings  converted  into  a  Mortuary 

Rejected  : 

New  Dwelling-houses 

Buildings  Converted  into  dwelling-houses 

Garages  and  Outbuildings 

New  Cowsheds  and  dairy  buildings 

General  Farm  Buildings 

Additions  and  alterations  to  cafes,  hotels  and  shops 
Holiday  Camp 


14 

14 

2 

1 

1 

1 

23 

21 

3 

2 

6 

7 

6 

3 

2 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  SHOWING  WEIGHT  OF  WASTE 

PAPER  SALVAGED. 


Year  Waste  Paper 


T. 

C. 

1941 

74 

11 

1942 

158 

10 

1943 

131 

12 

1944 

131 

17 

1945 

80 

3 

1946 

104 

6 

1947 

77 

7 

1948 

105 

3 

Total 

863 

9 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBT.  C.  BLACKBURN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sanitary  Surveyor. 


* 


